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(School of Law, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: In 2018, the transportation and maritime part of Japanese Commercial Code
completed the overhaul after a gap of about 120 years, and the key content was to extend the
application scope of the maritime law to inland water transportation. Under old Japanese
Commercial Code, waterway transportation in Japan was applied in a three-track system of law,
which led to some problems, such as the vague scope of inland waterway transportation, the
different cognition of inland waterway transportation between public and private laws, and the
imbalance of cargo interests of inland waterway carriers. In the process of amending the law,
disputes arose on the expansion of the scope of application of the maritime law. Finally, the
legislators incorporated inland river transportation into the scope of application of the maritime
code based on the general concept of the society. The revision of the law is deeply rooted in the
practice of waterway transportation. The development of shipping technology, the emergence of
containers and the trend of unified transportation legislation all have influences. In terms of
legislative framework,new Japanese Commercial Code expands the concept of maritime transport
as the cornerstone of incorporating inland waterway transport into the maritime code, the general
provisions of transport as the foundation of the integration of maritime transport and inland
waterway transport systems, and the maritime code fine-adjusts the applicable matters of inland
waterway transport in a standardized way. The experience of Japan is undoubtedly enlightening to
the revision of Maritime Code of the PRC. The expansion of the scope of application of maritime
law should be based on practical needs. The scope of application of maritime law should not be
"one-size-fits-all". Specific legislation technology can adopt the way of partial quasi - application.

Key words: Non-International Coastal Trade; Inland river transportation; Application Scope;
Amendment to the Maritime Law



