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Legal Regulation of Intelligent Vessel:

Dilemma and Breakthrough

CAI Li-yan
( Institute of Law, Jimei University, Xiamen, Fujian 361021, China))

Abstract: With the development of intelligent shipping, unmanned vessels and
port automation will be realized, and the object of supervision will gradually change
from human to intelligent machinery and equipment. The technical progress and wide

application prospect of intelligent vessels have brought great challenge and impact to
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the international maritime legal system. Intelligent Vessel has the legal status of “ship”
in both international law and domestic law. However, there are some obstacles in the
application of existing legislation, such as flag state jurisdiction, legal responsibility
of intelligent vessel, identification of shore-based controllers, and prevention of
network risks. In order to construct the legal regulation path of the intelligent vessel,
we should give full play to the complementarity between flag state control and port
state control on the basis of clarifying the legal status of the intelligent vessel, make
corresponding expanded explanation for the requirements of “maritime navigation
safety” and “ship registration”, remove the “minimum safe manning” restriction,
adopt strict liability rule for civil liability of the maritime accidents, and reconcile the
interests of all parties through system construction and effective supervision so as to

provide a good environment for shipping enterprises to innovate.

Key words: intelligent vessel; legal regulation; legal liability
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